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The Media


As a young child I always had one source of information- my mother.  Whatever my mom told me to be true, I believed it.  I can remember when I was younger watching the news with my parents and not really understanding what was going on.  My mom would talk to me about the various things that were going on in the world.  Today, I realize that almost everything my mom told me about what was going on in the world, she got from the media.  What exactly is the media showing us?  Are we seeing all there is to see?  One media company I’d like to focus on is Fox.  I believe that we shouldn’t rely on Fox News for a good source of information because it is biased and they only show us what they want us to see.


In the book “Lies and the Lying Liars Who Tell Them,” Al Franken sets the tone for the point I would like to make.  He states “…there are other, far more important, biases in the mainstream media than liberal or conservative ones.  Most of these biases stem from something called ‘the profit motive.’” (Franken, pg.1)  Isn’t it sad that what we see in the news media is what they think will make a profit?  One news station that I have found to be terribly biased is Fox News.  Fox News is owned by a man named Rupert Murdoch.  According to a documentary made about Fox News, his news media reaches ¾ of the population of the world. (OutFoxed)  That is unbelievable power!  Whatever he shows on his news, most of the world is going to see it.  One user commenting on the documentary OutFoxed  asserts, 

If you like to delude yourself into complacency, or like to shout others down in an argument instead of arguing facts, then FOX News is just the right network news channel for you.  For all others, and for those who hadn’t noticed it before or do not constantly watch television news, this is a good lesson in how commercial media manipulates information for it’s own gain and leaves the public misinformed about the world around them. (Pepper Anne)


Fox News was the first to jump the gun on the election in 2000.  An article in Time confirms “The premature call for Bush was first made at Fox News, where Bush’s cousin, John Ellis was analyzing exit polls.” (Poniewozik and Sachs)  Ironically, all other news stations made the call after Fox did.  Within a matter of a few minutes, the other stations confirmed Bush’s presidency, which wasn’t enough time for them to analyze their own facts. (OutFoxed)  They were going off of what Fox had said.  That is a scary thought!  One media station can get the rest of the media to say exactly what it is that they believe.  I also find it ironic that Bush’s cousin was not only working for the News station, but analyzing the election.  To me, that doesn’t seem very fair. 


An organization called FAIR, which stands for Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting, has been watching Fox News very closely.  Members of the group were interviewed in the documentary and they have also published reports on the Fox News bias.  They point out how many of Fox employees are very “right-winged.”   They also discuss the Hannity and Colmes show, which is a debate show of right vs. left.

On the right, co-host Sean Hannity is an effective and telegenic ideologue,   a protégé of Newt Gingrich and a rising star of conservative talk radio… On the left is Alan Colmes, a rather less telegenic former stand-up comic and radio host whose views are slightly left-of-center but who, as a personality, is completely off the radar screen of liberal politics.  (Ackerman p5)


I have watched the Hannity & Colmes show and I found it quite amusing to see the differences in the two men.  Sean Hannity is a rather witty, somewhat good-looking guy, while Alan Colmes is a squirley looking fellow who comes across like he doesn’t have a clue.  Just from looking at the two, I know whose side I’d pick.  No one is going to take a funny looking guy seriously if he is arguing with a good-looking, charismatic guy.  In my opinion, and the opinion of others, including FAIR, this was not a mere coincidence.  This is one of Fox’s ways of strategically getting you to believe what they want you to believe.  The media is constantly using attractive people to sell their products.  I believe Fox News is using this same concept to sell their opinions.


The thing that really irritates me about Fox news is, not only are they being biased on their reports, but they are calling it “news.”  News is supposed to be the facts about what is going on in the world.  They color the facts with words and images of what they want to portray. They use such symbols as eagles and American flags across the screen before news broadcasts. They are trying to get us to see what they want us to see. Fox News has a half hour series called “Only on Fox.”  This series comes on once a week and is supposed to be devoted to stories that other media stations ignore that Fox believes are important. Ackerman from the organization FAIR comments on this series.

Gallagher then introduced a series of stories about one conservative cause after another: from white firefighters suing Boston’s fire department for discrimination, to sawmill workers endangered by Clinton-Gore environmental regulations (without comment from a single supporter of the rules), to property owners who feel threatened by an environmental agreement “signed by President Clinton in 1992.” (The agreement was actually signed by George Bush the elder, who was president in 1992—though that didn’t stop Fox from using news footage of a smiling Bill Clinton proudly signing an official document that was supposed to be, but wasn’t, the environmental pact in question.) (Ackerman, p7)

That not only shows that Fox uses images to deceive us, but they are only concerned with showing one point of view.  An editorial written on Government Custom Wire suggests that, 

No matter what organization puts out a report, it is fair to say that it should be an unbiased account of the truth.  When possible, a reputable news source should give the facts and leave opinions to the pundits.  Sadly, that is not the case.”  (Daily Cardinal)  

I couldn’t agree more with this statement.  It’s not fair for Fox News, or any media, to give us their opinions on what is going on in the news.  After all, isn’t it our right to decide for ourselves what we want to think and feel about the world that is going on around us?  If the media would just give us straight facts, we could decide for ourselves what we thought.  Instead, we are getting reports of people’s opinions that the media is hammering into our brains.  They try to convince us that their outlook is factual evidence, when in reality it is just what they believe.  I think it’s time we take a closer look at what is being presented to us and not believe everything we are told to be facts.


In the documentary OutFoxed, it talks about a poll that was taken by PIPA to see what viewers knew about the current events going on in the world.  The viewers of Fox News were constantly coming up with the wrong answers twice and sometimes three times as many times as other viewers. (OutFoxed)  They asked questions about weapons of Mass Destruction, 9/11, and Iraq’s ties with alqueda.  According to Bob McChesney, who they interviewed in the documentary, those who watched Fox News were very confused about the world especially with Foreign policy in the middle east, and were also in strong support of the government being empowered. (OutFoxed) That is the exact opposite of what News is supposed to do.  They are supposed to show you the facts, not their opinions on the facts.   If the news is going to move viewers to take a stand on an issue, that should happen because the evidence that was presented was so strong that it moved them to the point of wanting to take action.  This shouldn’t take place because of misleading signals or subtly presenting a network opinion as factual statements. I would be completely embarrassed if the viewers of my news station were consistently wrong on the issues that were present in the world.  Shouldn’t that be a concern for Fox?  The documentary also talked about how the reporters are given a detailed report everyday about what is to be discussed in the news.  It would tell the reporters what they could say and how they could say it.  One example of a memo at Fox states “Let’s refer to the US marines we see in the foreground as ‘sharpshooters’ not snipers, which carries a negative connotation.” (OutFoxed)  They would tell them how they want people to be portrayed and what subjects to tread lightly on.  Everything that is said on Fox is fabricated in a way that Murdoch and his associates want us to see.  They even use banners and slogans such as “Fair and Balanced” to make you believe that what you are hearing is the truth.  From watching Fox News, I’ve noticed how the reporters will subtly get their opinion incorporated into the news story.  They will make comments about how liberals are “cheesy” or “stupid.”  Then, they will carry on with the news as if it wasn’t any big deal.  It is by the subtle things that they trap their viewers.  The documentary pointed out how Fox News always says “some people say.”  This is their sneaky way of getting their opinion voiced.  By not citing their source of information, it’s a clever way of saying what they feel.  David Brock, President of Media Matters for America reports that “Murdoch doesn’t believe in objectivity he has a contempt for journalism…he wants all news to be a matter of opinion because opinion can’t be proven false.  I think that is very dangerous…” (OutFoxed)  Good journalism is the exact opposite of opinion.  It is giving the viewers the facts about a situation and letting them decide for themselves how they feel.  The facts should speak for themselves without having the reporter add their two cents worth.


I can’t help but ask myself the question- is it fair for one man to have so much power?  According to the book Lies and the Lying Liars Who Tell Them, it notes 

Forbes magazine ranked him [Rupert Murdoch] the fourth most powerful billionaire in the world.  If you’ll assume with me that billionaires are billions of times more powerful than normal people, you can see that the Forbes ranking means a lot.  In addition to the Fox News Channel, Murdoch’s News Corporation owns TV Guide… He also owns twenty-four other magazines, including The Weekly Standard…He also owns the Fox Broadcasting Network…and HarperCollins Publishing.  He also owns 20th Century Fox, which owns the rights to over two thousand movies. (Franken p 59)

If one person owns so many media companies, it’s nearly impossible to find a difference between the companies.  This means we are getting the same opinion from several sources.   What appears to be a lot of reliable information is really just the opinion of one man being reflected through many different media outlets.


In doing research on Fox News, I couldn’t help but compare it to the world described in George Orwell’s 1984.    There is an all-powerful “Big Brother” figure in Rupert Murdoch.  The viewer never really sees him, but through their “telescreens” they hear exactly what it is that he wants to be said.  He plays off of people’s fear and ignorance.  Al Franken helped to prove my comparison when he said “…I would later learn, this was in keeping with Sean’s [Hannity] seasoned ability to lie and believe it.” (Franken p 85)  This is like the concept of “doublethink.”  Is it possible that people at Fox News channel have been fed so much warped information that they actually practice doublethink?  I’m not exactly sure about that, but it is a scary concept.  There are millions of people out there getting their so-called news from Fox.  They believe what they are told because they are told it is news.  Even after their news is disproved, they still believe it.  Sometimes I think people believe whatever is easiest for them to believe.  They want to believe that everything is right in the world, and that their government always makes the best decisions for them.  This is much like the world of 1984.    I think O’Brien said it well when he said to Winston,

The individual only has power in so far as he ceases to be an individual.  You know the Party Slogan ‘Freedom is Slavery.’  Has it ever occurred to you that it is reversible?  Slavery is freedom.  Alone—free—the human being is always defeated.  It must be so, because every human being is doomed to die, which is the greatest of all failures…if he can escape his identity…then he is all-powerful and immortal.  The second thing for you to realize is that power is power over human beings…above all, over the mind. (Orwell p235) 

I believe that Fox News is slowly working its way to this point.  They are ridding the world of individual opinions.  By controlling several other networks and media outlets, you can’t help but be exposed to the ideals of Fox.  The viewer is seeing what Fox Network wants them to see, and are being told that their opinions are facts.  Being able to control the human mind is the ultimate power.


Now that I am older, I don’t have to rely on my mom for as much information anymore.  I have formed my own opinions on the world and what I believe. If we believe everything we are told in the media, we will end up with a world much like that of 1984.  The truth will be distorted and made however the media wants us to see it.  There is something we can do about it.  We can be critical thinkers and constantly ask questions about the information that is presented to us.  We are the future of America, and I am not willing to settle for false ideas and misconceptions by the media.  It is crucial to be informed and it is vital to know what is going on in the world. This is more than an issue of liberal or conservative bias.  It is wanting to know the truth and deserving to get it from the News.  It’s not fair for Fox News, or any other news station, to sugar-coat the facts and give us false images of the world.  It is important to know the truth about things.  It is essential to be informed about the world and understand what is going on. The only way we can learn the truth is if we search for it.
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